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Missouri Conservation Corps

by Stephen Bybee, Project Director

Since spring of 2021 Missouri Conservation Corps members have been volun-
teering in Columbia’s parks and green spaces, removing invasive honeysuckle,
and restoring native plants. Our first unofficial volunteer workday was in April
2021 when a group of 20-25 volunteers met in the parking lot next to Odor
Shelter, in Columbia’s Kiwanis Park. Using borrowed tools and drinking coffee
donated by a neighborhood coffee shop, this group included neighbors, friends,
University students, Columbia Public Schools employees, and Columbia Parks
and Rec staff. That volunteer work event provided a blueprint for future efforts
in the park, and what was first known as The Kiwanis Park Project slowly be-
came known as Missouri Conservation Corps.

Our fledgling organization held its early meetings at the public library, in the
Kiwanis Park shelter, and at the same neighborhood coffee shop that generously
donated coffee to our first volunteer work event.We developed a very strong
working relationship with Columbia Parks and Rec, the Columbia Tree Board,
and with Columbia’s Office of Volunteer Services. In 2020 Missouri Conserva-
tion Corps became a nonprofit organization recognized by the state of Missouri
and by the IRS. Our first Cost Share Agreement with the Missouri Department
of Conservation was put
together and signed in
November 2022, facilitat- |
ed by Community Forest-
er Ann Koenig.

Our Cost Share Agree-
ment with MDC stipu-
lated a certain number
of goals and deliverables
to meet during our first
year of funding from & -
MDC. These deliverables Tree planting in Kiwanis Park, photo by Rebecca Allen
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included 20 volunteer honeysuckle removal workdays, four native plantings, six educational events, and a tree
giveaway and educational workshop.All events were planned in conjunction with Volunteer Columbia, Columbia
Parks and Rec, Columbia Tree Board, and Columbia’s Office of Sustainability. Guidance on where to cut honey-
suckle, where to plant natives, and how to operate safely and effectively in Columbia’s parks was sought from
Parks and Rec staff before beginning our volunteer work events. In exchange for the work that we do in Colum-
bia’s parks, trails and green spaces, our arrangement with MDC provides our group with annual funding to help
pay for tools, materials and promotional efforts.

Because our work and our organization have their
origin in Kiwanis Park, many of our annual volunteer
workdays still take place there, and since 2021 we
have organized more than 50 volunteer work events
in this gem of a central Columbia park.These work-
days have allowed us to utilize 1400 volunteer hours
to clear |5 acres of honeysuckle in this 20-acre park.
Along the way we have also planted native trees,
shrubs, perennials and forbs. While this act of plant- &
ing is important to us and to our volunteers, we have
discovered something wonderful about the process
of honeysuckle removal in Kiwanis Park.As we cut and remove honeysuckle, as we restore sunlight to the forest
floor and lessen the competition for water, sunlight and nutrients, native plants return of their own accord. Since
clearing the honeysuckle off the western slope of Kiwanis Park, we have found newly returning native plants such
as trout lily, wild sweet William, toothwort, Dutchman’s breeches, wild ginger, and violets spreading across the
hillside.The same hillside that was once heavily shaded by a dense and choking stand of bush honeysuckle is now
rich with ephemerals and wildflowers in the spring. Looking west from Odor Shelter in 2021, one was met with a
dark wall of honeysuckle only interspersed with the occasional ash or hickory seedlings. Now looking west from
this same location, the view encompasses oak, hickory, and ash trees lining the hillside, and a clear view of the
sunset each evening. Kiwanis Park is beginning to look like the oak hickory forest that it would have been before
honeysuckle took over in the 1960s.

As our role in the community grows, we hope to grow our forestry and conservation efforts as well, continuing
our honeysuckle removal in Kiwanis Park, but also finding a new park in which to start working, guided by ad-
vice and information from Parks and Rec staff. In spring of 2024 our group began working in Columbia’s Garth
Nature Area, a 52-acre park and former water treatment facility located on Bear Creek and the Bear Creek
Trail. Work in this park has proven challenging, but
the volunteer groups we have engaged have been up
to the challenge. Missouri Conservation Corps has
held ten honeysuckle events in Garth Nature Area,
and on October 20th we held our first tree planting §
in the park, planting trees and shrubs from Forest Re- #:
Leaf Missouri in an area that was formerly overgrown
in honeysuckle, autumn olive and invasive pear trees.
Garth Nature Area will also give our nonprofit an
opportunity to impact the health and water quality of
the ponds and wetland pools scattered throughout }
the park, and we can use Bear Creek as an additional

focus for water quality and stream health. Kiwanis Park after honeysuckleremoval, Fall 2023. Photo by S. Bybee
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While our presence in Garth Nature Area has become the focus of our attention this year, we continue to per-
form invasive species work in Kiwanis Park, and we continue to see the beneficial transformation of this park as
honeysuckle is removed and native plants are restored. We also hope to continue the bird hike and bird count
that we initiated in Kiwanis Park during the spring of 2023 with the help of John Besser and the Columbia Audu-
bon Society.We hope to develop this bird count and bird hike into an annual event that helps us measure the
impact of honeysuckle removal on the bird population in this central Columbia 20-acre park.

Since our first year of invasive species removal and habitat work in the community that we call home, Missouri
Conservation Corps has seen its mission grow and develop. We have worked hard to recognize and embody
three crucial components that have gradually come to define our efforts:Volunteer involvement, environmental
education,and community integration.These tenets have helped us create the mission statement that now guides
our work.The mission of Missouri Conservation Corps is to engage citizens in meaningful service, environmental
stewardship, and leadership development in order to lessen the impact on the climate.We encourage you to join
us in our mission, and to turn out and volunteer with us at one of our upcoming events this fall or winter.

ach issue, the Petal Pusher attempts\_
to coordinate a theme for the articles

as a sort of a fun way to get information to
ou, the reader. For this issue, we solicited
articles for the topic “Volunteers Working
or Native Plants” A

Py

- : - » A S &
Cutting honeysuckle on MKT Trail, photo by R.Allen

Wild Ones St. Louis Native Garden Grants

By Kathy Bildner, St. Louis Wild Ones volunteer grant team member

St. Louis Wild Ones wants there to be more native plant gardens in public spaces.We want these gardens to
educate the public and demonstrate the need for natives to feed our native bugs, bees, butterflies and birds.We
are willing to help other nonprofit groups build these gardens.We offer advice and a modest amount of money
to get the process started.We cover a geographic area 35 to 40 miles out from St. Louis city in Missouri. After
we get a grant request a crew of volunteers will meet with the requestee.VWe will evaluate the proposed garden
site, ask and answer questions. St. Louis Wild Ones has been offering these grants for ten years. Since 2007 we
have given out 76 grants to public spaces such as schools, community gardens, churches, city halls and parks.
The grant request form is on our website pages, stiwildones.org. On these same pages there are summaries of
past grants and photos.

Furthermore, since this issue is “Volunteers Working for Native Plants”, let me tell you all of the Wild Ones in
St. Louis are volunteers.

From our website:

The primary goal of the Wild Ones St. Louis is to educate and support homeowners as they learn and develop
their own native landscapes.
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We do this through:

* Monthly gatherings and other events

* Grants for native plants, to schools and other
non-profit organizations

* Information provided by our members at
the many events throughout the St. Louis region and
through our blog

* Collaboration with other regional organiza-
tions to provide educational events such as the annu-
al St. Louis Native Plant Garden Tour and the Partners
for Native Landscaping workshops.

* Annual plant sale which serves as our primary
fundraiser while supporting native plant gardeners

<"We Welcome Member Sub-
missions!

EThe Petal Pusher wants YOU ... to write articles for the
*newsletter.

<Consider these possibilities:

« -Conundrum Corner: Tips on how to distinguish be-
«tween tricky, look-alike species.

E -Invasive Tip of the Month: How to identify and eradi-
°cate a particular invasive species.

+ -What's Cooking: Recipes using native Missouri plants.
« -Name Change of the Month: Latin names, they keep
Eon a-changin’; help us all stay up-to-date.

-Poetry Corner or Quotation Corner: Give us your
suggestions for poems or quotes, or submit your
Eoriginal poetry. (Note that for poems, we must have
¢permission from the publisher.)
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Seeking Donations for the Stan
Hudson Research Grant

Could you help us support students who are conducting
botanical research in Missouri? The Stan Hudson Research
Grant is available to assist with funding for research proj-
ects conducted by college or university students under the
supervision of a faculty member.The grant honors the late
H. Stanton Hudson (1921-2002), a long-time member of
the Missouri Native Plant Society whose passion for the
flora of Missouri and its conservation inspired his friends
and family to create a small grants program in his memory.
The grant is usually given annually.

To qualify for the Stan Hudson Research Grant, research
must involve Missouri native plants in some way, but may
have as its primary focus any pertinent subject area in
plant biology, including conservation, ecology, physiology,
systematics and evolution, etc. The grant may be used for
any non-salary expenses relating to the proposed research,
including travel, equipment, and supplies. At the conclusion
of the project, grant recipients will be expected to prepare
research results for publication in a peer-reviewed scientif-
ic journal, Missouriensis (the peer-reviewed journal of the
Missouri Native Plant Society), or the society’s newsletter
The Petal Pusher. Alternatively, recipients can present their
research at the Missouri Botanical Symposium as either a
poster or oral presentation.The symposium is held each fall
in Rolla, Missouri.To learn more about the grant, check out
this link to the Missouri Native Plants website-Hudson
Fund (button below).

Click here to make a donation to the Hudson Fund
Any amount is appreciated!

[Not getting the Missouri Native Plant
Society organizational emails?

[Most email clients have a "safe senders" mechanism for]
you to make sure that your email server always sends mail|
[from our MONPS server to your inbox.

*Some just have you add our server to your "Contacts"
*Some have you create "Rules".

*Some have an actual "Safe Senders/Domains" area in|
[the settings.

To ensure that you get the organizational emails please
add these two domains to whatever your email's "safe

senders" process is: monps.org and webapps.monps.

Fg
OR: You may simply need to update your email address
with us. If so, click this link: _https://monativeplants.org/ask-

|a-question/



http://monps.org
http://webapps.monps.org
http://webapps.monps.org
https://monativeplants.org/ask-a-question/ 
https://monativeplants.org/ask-a-question/ 
http://check out this link to the  
http://check out this link to the  
https://monativeplants.org/hudson-award/
https://monativeplants.org/hudson-award/
https://monativeplants.org/donate/

Kansas City WildLands

by Hunter Moore, Kansas City WildLands Program Manager

Believe it or not, the sprawling Kansas City metro area is
home to stunning landscapes, wide prairies, sunny glades, old-
growth forests, and rich riverlands.There are few places across
our country where you can experience such a diversity of intact |
habitats. Bridging The Gap’s Kansas City WildLands (KCWL)
program organizes volunteers and leverages resource profes-
sionals and government agencies to preserve and restore the
healthiest and most diverse of these ecosystems in the area—
public lands that are open for all to enjoy. Kansas City Wild-
Lands has been restoring these diverse ecosystems across the
bi-state Kansas City metro for 25+ years.

The mission of Kansas City WildLands is to conserve, protect,
and restore remnant natural communities by involving people
in land stewardship and fostering partnerships for ecological
progress. Remnant ecosystems are defined as natural commu-
nities that have remained relatively undisturbed throughout
time, never having been developed, encroached, or used for
agriculture and still retaining historic ecological features like 755
intact structure and function.WildLands stewards 17 remnant &
sites located on public property like parks or state natural ar- "
eas that are owned by a variety of city, county,and state natural resource agencies. Much of the work must involve
those land managers. That is, burn bosses for controlled burns, and grounds crews for brush-hogging, mowing,
and large-scale herbicide treatments for invasive species. Through resource sharing, the impact of restoration is
maximized.

A wealth of the work, however, is initiated by WildLands volunteers. W|IdLands manages for resilience and in-
volves people in every step of full-circle ecosystem resto- :
ration.Not only do we manage and remove populations of
invasive species, but we lead a regional seed team to col- &
lect, process, and redistribute native local ecotype seeds
to fortify our remnant lands against increasingly common
threats like climate change, habitat loss and a rapidly de-
veloping urban environment. The program started with
the management of invasive plants, providing much of the
labor-intensive work that most parks departments don’t §
have the knowledge or staffing resources for, including
backpack spraying sericea, cut-stump treatments for bush
honeysuckle, pulling garlic mustard, as well as providing ample burn line staffing using trained volunteers on pre-
scribed burns.

Volunteers are the lifeblood of our work.They come from local universities, the private sector, Missouri Master
Naturalist chapters, and the public at large. Thousands of volunteers contribute thousands of hours each year
manually removing and treating invasive plants, as well as collecting local ecotype seed for restoration sites, help-
ing with prescribed burns, surveying plant communities across remnant sites, and leading citizen science efforts
in Kansas and Missouri.The efforts and successes of WildLands would be impossible without our dedicated vol-
unteers — if you’ve ever volunteered with WildLands, we can’t thank you enough.What a privilege it is to engage
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and educate thousands of volunteers a year, letting the
land speak to as many people as possible, facilitating
awareness and appreciation of the last windows into
the past we have.

Over two decades, this community created by Wild-
Lands experienced the joy of watching these lands
burgeon back to life, becoming repopulated with rare
native bees, butterflies, insects and birds. Today, Jerry
Smith Prairie in Kansas City, Missouri, has been pro-
nounced “one of the most biologically diverse lands
in the Midwest” by a state entomologist compiling an
inventory of bee species, and the Blue River corridor
has been nationally recognized by NatureServe as a
zone of biodiversity importance.

While being out in nature is often associated with
spring and summer, most of the work WildLands does
happens in the coming months. Autumn and winter
are perfect times to get involved in invasive species
removal and other ecosystem restoration activities.
Cut-stump treatments of invasive bush honeysuckle
(Lonicera maackii) are often most effective when it’s
cooler outside, think October-February. Mid-to-late
fall is generally the best time for cut-stump treatment,
with woody plants like bush honeysuckle transport-
ing carbohydrate reserves down to the root system
this time of year, aiding in herbicide translocation. Ad-
ditionally, fall is a great time to collect seed, especially
on our prairies, as the last forbs and grasses begin to
develop the strongly adapted genetic seeds to a resil-
ient next generation.

< Y]

6 PETAL PUSHER

Forest RelLeaf Volun-
teers

by Renee Benage

Forest ReLeaf is a non-profit located in St. Louis Coun-
ty. Their mission is to enrich communities by growing
and planting trees through the power of people and
partnerships. Free trees are made available for public
spaces through their Communitree program, and they
have provided trees to nearly every county in Missouri.

Each spring, hundreds of volunteers plant between
15-18,000 seedlings that come from the Missouri De-
partment of Conservation George White nursery in
Licking, Missouri.

With just two foresters overseeing care of the nurs-
ery, they depend on volunteers to help plant, water,
and weed these trees on Wednesday mornings, Friday
mornings, and occasional Saturdays throughout the
growing season. Other opportunities to volunteer in-
clude off-site plantings, educational outreach events
and fundraising events.

There are a core group of volunteers who come
weekly to work hard in a variety of weather condi-
tions, March through December. Volunteers support
the mission and are in return supported by Forest Re-
Leaf leadership through appreciation and education.

See their website for more information. https://mo-
releaf.org/


https://moreleaf.org/
https://moreleaf.org/

Missouri Master Naturalists, Boone’s Lick Chapter
by Phil Knocke

The Boone’s Lick (Columbia) chapter of the Missouri Master Naturalists has a number of volunteer opportuni-
ties dealing with native plants and invasive control.

We maintain an Adopt-a-Spot sponsored by the City of Columbia.
This site, which has several native plantings, is adjacent to recycling
bins, which generates a lot of foot traffic and interest by the public.
Plans are under consideration to refresh the spot, make it more
accessible, and hopefully encourage more people to use Missouri
native plants on their own properties.

Some of our members also help out at the Adopt-a-Spot maintained
by the Hawthorn Chapter of the Missouri Native Plant Society.

Our members participate in work days at several local schools and other locations
around Columbia, helping maintain pollinator gardens, doing native plantings, col-
lecting seeds, and dealing with the ever-present problem of invasives. Many of the
schools have outdoor classrooms that showcase native plants.This work also gives
our members opportunities to interact with students.

Over the years, the battle against invasives has taken ‘
our members all over the mid-Missouri area, includ- §
ing to Clark's Hill/Norton State Historic Site, locat-
ed about eight miles east of Jefferson City. Here, our
volunteers pulled and treated invasive honeysuckle,
hopefully providing a chance for native plant species, including a state imperiled
flower, to thrive and re-populate the site.

" 1LZI8 Last year, the incoming class of the Boone’s

A Lick Master Naturalists joined current members to help out at the MU
&1 Extension’s office in Columbia. The surrounding land was overgrown
M with bush honeysuckle and garlic mustard. Volunteers worked to re-
§ move the invasives and evaluate the effectiveness of various removal and

w,

and native seed plant- |
ing at Rock Bridge Memorial State Park, worked on maintain-
ing pollinator gardens at Eagle Bluffs Conservation Area, have
helped out at the Columbia Audubon Nature Sanctuary, and
done seed collection for prairie restoration.VVe are also work-
ing with the Missouri Conservation Corps in their efforts to
control invasives at Kiwanis Park, Garth Nature Area, and at &
other locations around mid-Missouri.
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We are always up for native plantings, and have dug
and planted at a variety of locations, including the Big
Muddy National Fish & Wildlife Refuge, Prairie Fork
Conservation Area, and Prairie Garden Trust in New
Bloomfield. Have shovel, will travel!

In the near future, we plan to work on maintaining
legacy native plant beds at the Boone County His-
torical Society. We will also be working to maintain
native plant beds set up by the Community Garden
Coalition at some Columbia area fire houses.Also on
our volunteer opportunities list are native plantings at
The Nature Conservancy’s Missouri River Center.We
look forward to continuing our stewardship activities
in support of native flora in mid-Missouri.

fauthors, chapter reps, and other contributors. And thank
you to all the volunteers who made this issue possible!

Please consider making a submission for a future Petal
Pusher! Here is some information for submissions:

OO

etry Corner.

B. Send ONE email saying "here is my contributio
on ," and attach (don't embed) the following:
I) aWord document with your name at the top and
photo captions at the end (no photos in the document)

2) Images, in JPEG format--NOT in a document file.

C. Use only one space between sentences
D. Even short notes with pictures would be great!
E.Send to: pamela.barnabee@gmail.com
F. Due date for the next issue is: December 20

Yours truly, Michelle Bowe

OOV

OOV OODODOOOOIOOOOOIOOIOOOOOOC
o
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Shop Online for Embroi-
dered MONPS Logo Ap-

parel
Check out the “MONPS Logo Apparel” link on the
menu bar of our home page (monativeplants.org), and
you'll be able to access our online store. Short-sleeved
and long-sleeved t-shirts, sweatshirts, and ball caps
with embroidered MONPS logos are available in five
colors. There’s also a booney hat with embroidered
logo, in dark brown. The tote bag has a direct-to-gar-
ment print of our logo. Our vendor, Fast Yowi, is locat-
ed in Columbia, so you can pick up your order there if
it’s convenient, or have it shipped.

4AM SatJul8

D
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Do You Have a Plant Story? )
Learn more about Missouri native plants at the newest fea-
ure on the MONPS website (monativeplants.org): Plant
Stories. Do you have a favorite Missouri native plant? A
photo you're particularly proud of? Please submit your

story to pamela.barnabee@gmail.com for posting. )



http://monativeplants.org
http://monativeplants.org
mailto:pamela.barnabee%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:pamela.barnabee%40gmail.com?subject=

Missouri Master Naturalists, Hi Lonesome Chapter
by Roxanne Stockdall

The Missouri Master Naturalist, Hi Lonesome Chapter has been quite active in our efforts to decrease invasives
and increase the use of Missouri Natives onto the landscape since the forming of the chapter in 2008.The Mis-
souri Master Naturalist program is a natural resource education and volunteer service program sponsored by
the Missouri Department of Conservation and the University of Missouri Extension.

The Hi Lonesome Chapter is partnered with the Knob Noster State Park and has assisted with or performed
activities and services there.We have helped with Earth Day events and W|th invasive speC|es removal to name
a few. KNSP has events where people gather together to . '
remove invasive species such as bush honeysuckle and
autumn olive.They have these cool tools called uprooters §
or plant wrenches that grab the base of the small bushes |
and allow you to pull them right out of the ground.The
larger ones are cut down and immediately swabbed with
25% glyphosate mixture with blue dye added.

In 2013, we were contacted by the Osage Trails Chap-
ter, out of the Kansas City Area.They were interested in
doing a project with us at Big Buffalo Conservation Area
and along with a few MDC staff members began work on
removing autumn olive.

Our native plants are constantly in danger. It was the

finding of Mead's milkweed at Rock Hill Prairie that saved |
the little prairie.The then new route for Highway 65 had
to pay heed to the milkweed. Hi Lonesome Chapter was ¢
later involved in the plantings of hundreds of little baby &
Mead's milkweed plants on the prairies between Sedalia
and Cole Camp and in the search for, and monitoring of,
the milkweed for an MDC Mead's project.

In 2016, we constructed a native flower garden at
the Good Samaritan Care Center rehabilitation center
in Cole Camp. A grant from the Missouri Department
of Natural Resources was used to purchase the plants.
Our main objective at that time was to provide a waysta-
tion for the monarch butterfly knowing, of course, that
so many other insects, pollinators, birds and a variety of
other wildlife would benefit as well. We planted several
different natives including common milkweed, bee balm,
leadplant, Ozark downy phlox, split beard bluestem, tick-
seed coreopsis, dock, Drummond's aster, cream indigo,
Liatris, glade coneflower, butterfly milkweed, Texas green eye, rose verbena, whorled milkweed, little blue-
stem, blue-eyed grass, rattlesnake master, and lanceleaf coreopsis.We also used wild strawberry for the ground
cover. After just a few years we discovered, on a maintenance check, that the strawberries had gone crazy.We
were then told that the residents loved the strawberries. Those who were able would go out and pick strawber-
ries.The staff would pick strawberries and fix strawberry shortcake. So, we decided not to pull a lot of strawber-
ry plants.We did need to pull some to keep the garden, as a whole, in good shape.

In 2020, the chapter removed the plants and dirt from a small garden under the sign at Butterfield Park in
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Cole Camp.We then put in new dirt and plants. In that
spot we placed Indian pink, sand phlox, wild sweet Wil-
liam, downy phlox, coreopsis, purple milkweed, blue-
bells, cliff goldenrod, pussy toes, rose verbena, round
leaf groundsel, heartleaf Alexander, little flower alum
root and lavender aster.

We assist the CEA, Citizens for Environmental Ac-
tion, with prescribed burns and sowing of native seeds
after the burns on a native planting they maintain on
the edge of Warrensburg, Turkey Foot Prairie.Ve have
assisted MDC and private landowners as well as KNSP
with prescribed burns.

Although we only have a few larger projects un-
der our belt, we are quite involved in several smaller,
on-going projects, some were mentioned here. Our
chapter, Hi Lonesome, is a small but mighty bunch.
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Missouri Master Natu-
ralists, Meramec Hills
Chapter

by Pam Barnabee

The Missouri Master Naturalist Program, sponsored by
Missouri Department of Conservation and University
of Missouri Extension, is a volunteer service program
that trains Missourians to be stewards of our State’s
natural resources. Meramec Hills Chapter meets in
Rolla; our 80+ active members are from Phelps and
six surrounding counties. To become a member of the
program, the first step is a 40-hour training course
that includes classes on the ecosystems typical of the
chapter location; our members are keenly aware of
the role native plants play in supporting healthy eco-
systems.

On completion of the initial training course, interns
choose a capstone project, and for Meramec Hills
Chapter these have often involved removing non-na-
tive invasive plants and introducing Missouri native
ones. Projects chosen by the last six classes include a
pollinator garden in front of the museum at Maramec
Spring Park, habitat for monarch butterflies (and other
pollinators) on a 60’x180’ plot at Bray Conservation
Area, a pollinator garden at Audubon Trails Nature
Center, a plan for adding native plantings along the
Rock Island Trail, and restoration of the 7-acre dolo-
mite glade in St.James City Park.

S N
B ¢ LB,
Monarch Meadow at Bray Conservation Area



In addition to maintaining these projects, chapter mem-
bers have established and maintained native plantings
at city parks in Salem, Steelville,and Owensville. Regu-
lar workdays at Audubon Trails, Bray CA, and Maramec
Spring Park are often spent on invasive species remov-
al and maintenance of native plantings.

One of our chapter stream teams, the Big Piney Tie
Rafters, schedules workdays to cut and stump-treat
invasive autumn olive in the watershed. They are also
partnering with Mark Twain National Forest to restore
stretches of the riparian corridor by planting trees and
shrubs in former fescue fields in the Elder Piney dis-
trict.

e

Tree planting along the Big Piney River

In addition, our chapter co-sponsors annual Spring
and Fall native plant sales in Rolla. Our profit from the
sales is earmarked for stewardship and outreach proj-
ects promoting Missouri native plants and pollinator
habitat.

New Members

St. Louis
Nanette Wendel, Chesterfield
Gabriela Baeza-Stout, Richmond Heights

Kansas City
Chris McCoy, Kansas City
Brent Cox, Kansas City

Hawthorn
Andrew Welk, Columbia
David Galat, Fulton

Paradoxa
Karen Schoenecker, Bourbon

Chapter Reports and
Events

HAWTHORN
by Cindy Squire, Chapter Representative

| & 2 September - Dye Workshop with native plants
at Hillcreek Fiber Studio. A group of folks learned na-
tive dying techniques using multiple pre and after bath
treatments.

6 September - Adopt a Spot work day.Weeding and
trash pick up makes the spot calming.

7 September - Plant Sale Bass Pro 10-1. Many plants
found new homes as Columbia is beautified!!

19 September - Monthly group lunch at First Watch
Stadium location.

27 September - Adopt a Spot work day. Five loads
of invasive honeysuckle were removed. Looking good!
5 October - Mosey to Sedalia Prairies. Members
enjoyed fall asters, gentians and goldenrods at Paint
Brush Prairie and Friendly Prairie. See Chapter News-
letter for pictures.

14 October - Meeting with indigenous foods at Ele-
na’s.

17 October - Monthly group lunch at First Watch Sta-
dium location.

25 October - Adopt a Spot work day. Last of year
chance to tame invasive plants. Thank you for your
help!!
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Upcoming Chapter Events

November - Mosey contingent upon weather. Check
your email.

2| November - Monthly group lunch at First Watch
Stadium location.

December - Wreath making workshop at Lincoln
University. Check your email for updates.

9 December - Meeting via Zoom. Presentation by Na-
dia entitled Native Plants Through the Seasons. Elec-
tion for President and Secretary.

19 December - Monthly group lunch at First Watch
Stadium location.

See www.columbianativeplants.org for an updated
posting of chapter newsletters and activity details.
Please check your email for more information and
changes to above dates.

PARADOXA
by Pam Barnabee, Chapter President

Chapter Update

On September 7, we carpooled from Rolla to the
Missouri Botanical Garden and spent a few hours
exploring mainly the new temperate zone plantings
around theVisitor Center which include many Missou-
ri natives and the Missouri native plant gardens at the
Kemper Center for Home Gardening.

On October 12, we visited member Emily Brown and
John Johnson’s property which includes a sinkhole. The
28-acre area includes three vulnerable-to-imperiled
natural community types: pond marsh, pond swamp,
and pond shrub swamp. Three acres of the area are
permanently wet, normally; due to this year’s drought,
we walked through without getting muddy. We were
able to add some species to their plant list and will
plan to return earlier in the season to do a more com-
plete survey.

Upcoming Events

Saturday, November 16, 10:00 a.m.to 1:00 p.m.Seed
Swap at Bray Conservation Area. This will be our fi-
nal meeting for the year. If you have collected seeds
to share, please bring them. Other potential items for
sharing: plants, ID tips, cool websites, must-read books,
etc. This is also our planning meeting for 2025 activ-
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ities, so please also bring ideas for places we should
visit and workshop topics. Bring your own drink; the
Chapter will provide pizza.

Sinkhole trip, photo by E. Starbuck
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Missouri Native Plant Society Membership Form
Name
Address
City, State, ZIP
Phone

Email

Membership Level (check one):

Student $5
Goldenrod $10
Sunflower $25
Bluebell $50
Blazing Star $100

Chapter dues (optional, check all that apply):
Empire Prairie (Saint Joseph) $5
Hawthorn (Columbia) $5
Kansas City $5
Osage Plains (Clinton) $5
Ozarks (West Plains) $5
Paradoxa (Rolla) $5
Perennis (Cape Girardeau) $5
Saint Louis $5
Southwest (Springfield) $5

Newsletter Delivery (normal delivery is via email):
Check here if you prefer to receive your newsletters via postal mail! $10

Other contributions (optional, check all that apply, specify amount, tax deductible):
Hudson Grant Fund
Other contributions

Total:

Total amount $

Make checks payable to the Missouri Native Plant Society and mail to:

Missouri Native Plant Society

PO Box 440353

Saint Louis MO 63144-4353

Visit us on the web (monativeplants.org) and join us on Facebook!
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PO BOX 440353
St Louis, MO 63144-4353

monativeplantsociety.org

monativeplants.org
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President
Malissa Briggler

Vice President
Hilary Haley

Secretary and Petal Pusher
Assistant Editor
Pam Barnabee

Treasurer
Bob Siemer

Membership
Ann Earley

Past President
Dana Thomas
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Board Members
Paul McKenzie (2023-2026)

Mike Skinner (2023-2026)

Bruce Schuette (2022-2025)

Rick Gray (2024-2027)

Steve Buback (2024-2027)

Meg Engelhardt (2022-2025)
Meg.engelhardt@mobot.org

Missouri Native
Plant Society

Missouriensis Editor
Doug Ladd

Petal Pusher Editor
Michelle Bowe
mbowe@MissouriState.edu

Distribution Manager
Rex Hill

Archives
Rex Hill

Webmaster

Jerry Barnabee
www.monativeplants.org
www.monativeplantsociety.org

Environment and Education
John Oliver

Chapter Representatives

Empire Prairie
vacantt

Hawthorn
Cindy Squire
cysquire@me.com

Kansas City
Cécile Lagandré

Osage Plains
Casey Burks

Ozarks
Susan Farrington,
Interim Rep.

Paradoxa
Jerry Barnabee

Perennis
Stephen Sutter
stephen.sutter@sbcglobal.net

Saint Louis
Position open
Interested?
Contact Rick Gray

Southwest
Michelle Bowe
but help needed!

To contact the Missouri Native
Plant Society, please click the
"Have a Question" link on our
website.

"In nature nothing
exists alone."
--Rachel Carson
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