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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Information on the MONPS Board Meeting
December 6, 2014
The Missouri Native Plant Society Winter Board Meeting will be held December 6, 2014 at 10:00 am in the Dunn-Palmer
Herbarium in Columbia, Missouri. Address: Museum Support Center, 1507 South Rock Quarry Road, University of
Missouri, Columbia, MO 65201

GPS: 38.931906, -92.323641 or 38° 55’ 54”N, 92° 19’ 25”W
Locator Map to Columbia, MO
Directions:From the West (Kansas City):Take I-70 E
124 mi
Exit 124 Stadium south and east to College Ave stop light
Turn right on Rock Quarry Rd = College Ave south Look for “Stadium Inn” hotel
Turn right into parking lot, Dunn-Palmer Herbarium
300ft
From the East (St. Louis):Take I-64 W (US-40 W)
39.0 mi
Take the exit on the left onto I-70 W/US-40 W toward Kansas City 81.6 mi
Take exit 128A US 63 south
Exit Stadium West 1.65 mi
Turn left onto Rock Quarry Rd = south at College Ave stop light Look for “Stadium Inn”
Turn right into parking lot, Dunn-Palmer Herbarium
300 ft
From the SW (Springfield):Take I-44 E
48.2 mi
At Lebanon, take exit 129 for MO-32/MO-5/MO-64
974 ft
Turn left onto S Jefferson Ave
1.66 mi
Turn right onto MO-5/E 7th St > Continue to follow MO-5
23.7 mi
At Camdenton, take the US 54 E exit toward Osage Beach
1,184 ft
Turn right onto US-54 E
59.1 mi
After crossing MO River at JC, exit onto MO-94 W/US-63 N toward Columbia
Take the MO-740/Stadium Blvd exit 1.65 mi
Turn left onto S College Ave/Rock Quarry Rd. Look for “Stadium Inn” hotel
Turn right into parking lot, Dunn-Palmer Herbarium
300 ft

Please Friend us on Facebook

And more information on our website
www.monativeplantsociety.org
26.1 mi

Or find your way to US 63 from the north or south and follow directions from Jefferson City
Or find your way to US 65 from the north or south and follow directions from Kansas City
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Cool Critters Among the Plants
Comments by Becky Erickson

Michelle Bowe found this interesting caterpillar on a water tupelo [Nyssa aquatic] at Mingo NWR. Mike
Rues got a good photo. I sent the photo to Paula Peters here in Hawthorn chapter. She studies and raises
Lepidoptera. Her resource said it is a stinging rose moth. She was impressed with the find. I looked in
Butterflies of MO; it is not listed. So on line, I found it in the NY Natural History site:
“Stinging rose caterpillar moths are generally found in sandy, pine-oak savannahs of the
southern Atlantic Coastal Plain (Bess 2005). The extant occurrence in New York was found
Adult moth
at the border of two natural community types: maritime dunes and maritime grassland.
photo by
Larvae have been documented to feed on: apple, dogwood, hickory, maples, oaks, poplars,
Jim Vargo
and rose bushes.” In NY it is listed S1 and nationally S4. Range is NY to FL and west to
NYNH
MO and TX The adult moth photo is from the NY NH site by Jim Vargo [© 2004-2012
New York Natural Heritage Program,]
There were many red-spotted purple butterflies sunning on the path, They are related to viceroys of which we saw a few. Willow
[Salix spp.] is their primary larval food. Since the habitat was wet and willows grew in high numbers it was logical that so many gems
fluttered in our path.
Michelle also found a marble salamander under a log and Brian Edmond
found this broad-banded
snake on the asphalt path.
So glad we didn’t step on it!

Mike Rues photos

Dues are Due
By Ann Earley, Membership Chair

Membership renewals for the July 2014-June 2015 year are due. If you receive your newsletter by postal service delivery, please check
the top line of your mailing label. If it shows the date 20140630, your dues are now payable. When renewing, please remember to include
your contact information including email address, and your society and chapter dues preferences. Cut the renewal form from the bottom
of this page. If you prefer to get your Petal Pusher by email with color photos, please indicate that preference to Ann [membership] on
your renewal form and email Becky [PP editor beckyerick711@centurylink.net ] with your request.
For those members receiving their newsletter by email without a mailing label, or for others with questions about their membership
status, please contact me or your chapter representative (see back page for contact details) for information about your
membership expiration date. We value our members and urge you to renew today! If you know you renew every year,
simply highlight and print the membership form at the bottom of the page.
If you would prefer to not bother with annual renewal, we invite you to become a Life Member.

Information on joining Missouri Native Plant Society
Society Dues
Columbia = $6
Circle all that apply
Kansas City = 5
Chapter dues additional
Osage Plains = 5
Student =
$5
Ozarks =
5
Regular =
10
Southwest = 5
Contributing = 20
Perennis =
5
Life =
200
St Louis =
5
Empire Prairie 5
Contribution to Hudson Grant Fund _$___________
**All contributions are tax deductible**

Please mark here if you want PetalPusher and appropriate
announcements by email. Include email address > > >

Make checks payable to MO Native Plant Society
Mail to: Missouri Native Plant Society
PO BOX 440353
ST. Louis MO 63144-4353

Name____________________________________
Address__________________________________

_________________________________________
9-digit zip_________________________________
Sometimes activities are changed at the last minute
so we need a way to notify you.

Phone____________________________________
Email____________________________________

Attending members:
Brian Edmond (BEd)
Michelle Bowe (MB)
Paul McKenzie (PM)
John Oliver (JO)
Rex Hill (RH)
Martha Hill (MH)
Casey Burks (CB)
Theresa Cline (TC)
Becky Erickson (BEr)
Bill Knight (BK)
Kathy Thiele (KT)
Bruce Schuette (BSch)
Ann Wakeman (AW)
Bob Siemer (BSie)
Ann Earley (AE)
Steven Buback (SB)
Burt Noll (BN)
Wayne Clark (WC)
Susan Dyer (SD)
Emily Horner (EH)
George Yatskievych (GY)
Wayne Morton (WM)
Scott Lenharth (SL)
Ann Schuette (ASch)
Larry Morrison (LM)
Hillary Haley (HH)

Missouri Native Plant Society Minutes of the Annual Meeting,
14 June 2014
Bethany Chamber of Commerce Building Bethany, MO
Respectfully submitted by Casey Burks MONPS Secretary

President Paul M called the meeting order at 7:03pm.
1.
PM noted the Accomplishments of MONPS within the last year: Quarterly meetings were held in
Fulton (fall 2013), Columbia (winter 2013), and Potosi (Spring 2014). The St. Joseph Empire Chapter was
started. The SE Chapter now has 10 members signed up.
2.
Treasurer Report from Bob Siemer: Same # of members but dues coming in slow. Have received
$1400 less in dues than at this time last year. Spent $290 more than we took in. Members receiving e-Petal
Pusher not receiving remittance envelope. We do have enough money in money market, checking plus
savings. Income has been received from Leopold Bench made by BK ($125) and from class taught at
Meramec ($137). PM asked Chapter Reps to remind members to please send in dues. Bill Sold bench to Rex
and $125 donated to H fund + other contrib. to H fund.$137 for class in St. Louis. Nels.
3.
Membership Report from Ann Earley: Very steady 331 last year and today. 60 life members.
4.
Options for receiving electronic copies of Petal Pusher- PM passed on reminded from BEr to send
request to her if you want to switch from paper PP to electronic PP. One year from now make decision
regarding extra charge for paper PP. BSie suggested adding a box to check preference of e-PP or paper PP
on membership application. Please check this on your renewal form!!!.
5.
On behalf of the Awards Committee Michelle Bowe presented the 2014 awards: The Julian A.
Steyermark Award went to Bruce Schuette for his superior achievement and substantial contributions to
Missouri botany. The John E. Wylie Service Award went to Emily Horner for her dedication and
exceptional service to the Missouri Native Plant Society. The second John E. Wylie Service Award to Ann
Earley and Bob Siemer also for their dedication and exceptional service to the Missouri Native Plant
Society. And the new Plant Conservation Award went to Don Kurz for his outstanding contributions to the
conservation and preservation of native plant communities in Missouri.
The Meeting was adjourned at 7:37pm

2014 MONPS Awards
Submitted by Rex Hill

The Awards Committee: Michelle Bowe – Chairperson, Casey Burks, and Rex Hill
At the Annual Meeting held in June in Bethany, four awards were made to deserving recipients.
Bruce Schuette received the Society’s highest award, the Julian A. Steyermark Award. Bruce has
served as the Park Naturalist at Cuivre River State Park for 35 years and during that time has made
significant contributions to the preservation, restoration, and protection of plant communities at that park
and others in northeastern Missouri. His reputation as one of the most dedicated and enthusiastic resource
stewards in the state’s Department of Natural Resources is well known around the state. His efforts have
been admired by all who have come in contact with him and the awards committee saw this as an
opportunity for MONPS to acknowledge and honor what has been a truly remarkable career.
Ann Earley and Bob Siemer were awarded the
John E. Wylie Service Award. This husband and wife
team have been mainstay contributors to MONPS and
many other organizations. Ann has served as our
Membership Chair since 2000 and Bob has been our
Treasurer since July 2003. These are vital jobs that keep
the organization running smoothly and require continuing, ongoing, time-consuming
efforts throughout the year. Their longevity in these offices have made it easy for other
officers to concentrate on other aspects of running the organization, never being
concerned about Ann and Bob’s faithful
attention to membership rolls, dues
collections, budgeting, management of
our several accounts, and always reporting in a timely fashion on the fiscal and membership
health of MONPS. For this we are thankful, and have only this award to offer as a token of
our gratitude.
Emily Horner also received the John E. Wylie Service Award. Members of the
Osage Plains Chapter nominated Emily to recognize her contributions to their chapter and
her dedication to her professional career. Since 2004, Emily has been a very active member,
serving as chapter President for eight years, planning fieldtrips, inviting speakers,
organizing themes for meetings, and announcing upcoming events. She has shared her
knowledge with other chapter members heading up plant identification and conservation
presentations. She has been one of MDC’s principle investigators in the effort to monitor
and recover Mead’s Milkweed populations in the state and has committed much of her professional time to providing
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programs that highlight the importance of native landscaping, exotic species control, and plant conservation. The committee felt she was
a deserving recipient of this award.
Don Kurz received our newest award, the Plant Conservation Award. He was not able to attend the meeting and Paul McKenzie
delivered his award. Don is known to many of us through his prolific publications including Trees of Missouri, Shrubs and Woody Vines
of Missouri, Ozark Wildflowers, Scenic Driving in Missouri, as well as other wildflower guides for Illinois and Arkansas. He had a long
and distinguished career with the Missouri Department of Conservation. This award was created where none of our existing awards quite
fit his efforts to bring to our attention, as well as the attention of other organizations in the state, a conservation concern for prairies and
proposed management practices with their potential effects on plant communities on high quality prairie remnants. While the subject is
not without controversy, even amongst members of our organization, it was Don’s efforts to raise attention to the issues that prompted
many people to research and understand what the effects might be on a precious dwindling resource. These efforts, the committee felt,
should not go unrecognized.

Members in attendance:
Brian Edmond (BEd)
Michelle Bowe (MB)
Paul McKenzie (PM)
John Oliver (JO)
Rex Hill (RH)
Casey Burks (CB)
Theresa Cline (TC)
Becky Erickson (BEr)
Bill Knight (BK)
Bruce Schuette (BSch)
Ann Wakeman (AW)
Bob Siemer (BSie)
Ann Earley (AE)
Steven Buback (SB)
Susan Dyer (SD)
Emily Horner (EH)
George Yatskievych (GY)
Wayne Morton (WM)
Scott Lenharth (SL)
Hilary Haley (HH)

1.
2.

6.

3.

4.
5.
6.

Minutes of the Missouri Native Plant Society: Quarterly Meeting,
14 June 2014
Bethany Chamber of Commerce Building- Bethany, MO
Respectfully submitted by Casey Burks, MONPS Secretary mobugwoman@gmail.com

At 7:40 PM, with a quorum present, the meeting was called to order by President Paul McKenzie
(PM). The agenda was approved.
John Oliver (JO) volunteered to be the assignment recorder.
Corrected Minutes from the May 2014 meeting in Potosi, MO were approved.
Treasurer’s Report — BSie gave report at Annual Meeting .Dues are extra slow coming in this year.
Recommends having a remittance envelope sent to members to spur dues being paid.
Hudson Award: No report
PUBLICATIONS & MEDIA
Distribution Chairman — BK said Chapter Reps of Hawthorn, Kansas City and Empire should get
extra copies of the PP. Remittance envelope will be included to help bring in dues.
No announcement from Publicity Chairman — Kevin
MONPS Website Update: BEd said new website is up and looks OK but has little content and he
doesn’t have much time right now to add info. Field Trip information needs to be posted. We’ll
eventually be able to do e-commerce, paypal to sell t-shirts, pay dues etc.
BEd requested approval to buy our old domain {MISSOURINATIVEPLANTSOCIETY.ORG} if it
ever becomes available. {UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED}.
Missouriensis – No report.

Social Media Committee Report: JO reported that our Facebook site is doing well; over
1300 members. He believes we will get dues paying/active members because of our FB presence.
 Petal Pusher- PM complimented BEr on doing fine job on putting the PP together. Becky related she has had computer issues and lost
some email addresses. AE will help her fill back in. BEr again asked for PP submissions to be given to her on time {by the 27th of
each odd month}.She also welcomes other written material and links to cool articles. GY noted discrepancy between emailed PP and
paper PP. Paper PP has fewer pages than emailed to save postage and paper. Need to resolve to be same for sake of Archives.
COMMITTEES & TASK FORCES
Membership: AE reports membership # is steady at 331; some chapters are up, some are down.
Hudson Scholarship Fund- Bill Knight presented idea of raising money for the Fund by partnering with Amazon.Smile and Schnucks and
possibly other online businesses. A part of purchases can be designated to be sent to the Hudson Fund. A Distribution Committee for this
was voted on and approved.
Awards Committee – Announcement of award winners from Annual Meeting: Michelle Bowe presented the 2014 awards to the
following: Bruce Schuette received the Steyermark award, the highest given, for his outstanding contributions especially at the Quivier
River State Park. Two Wylie awards were given: one to Ann Earley and Bob Siemer for their dedication keeping track of membership
and finances and one to Emily Horner especially for her work on Meads MW, the Wildflower poster plus leadership of the Osage Plains
chapter. The new Plant Conservation Award was given to Don Kurz.
SOCIETY BUSINESS
Sherry Leis Request for $1700 Workshop Funds: PM read request letter and lengthy discussion followed. Vote taken for lesser amount
but not passed [setting precedent of $300 may be too much.] Further discussion centered on the controversy regarding Patch Burn
Grazing and also perhaps the people attending the field day should pay more to cover expenses. Kansas has more history with patch Burn
Grazing. MO is still testing. The out of state members of the workshop will maybe get the wrong impression from Missouri. BOD
decided we did not have a consensus concerning this event, so we must decline support. PM will write a letter to Sherry .
BK wondered if his position as Distribution Manager had voting privileges for BOD issues. The BOD clarified that Yes, the Distribution
Manager does have a vote.
T-shirts- reordering new printing: Rex reported that the T-shirts are selling well and we may need another printing so there are shirts to
sell at upcoming meetings. Wondering if we want long sleeved next? Rex will see about cost of getting a printing on long sleeved shirts.
Status of possible new chapters in Joplin, or Cape Girardeau? RH said there are 10 people listed for the Cape Girardeau Chapter . Page 4

7.

Future MONPS sponsored workshops- PM will be doing a Carex workshop next spring. Location TBD. BEr has been asked to do a
propagating workshop in Kansas City in the fall.
8. Wildflower poster project with MODOT- Status- EH reported the re-editing is done and she hopes to see the new draft to make sure
changes are done. Hopefully this will be done and available by the September meeting.
9. CHAPTER REPORTS - Written Reports to be sent to Becky for Petal Pusher and copies to Casey
10. UPCOMING MEETINGS and FIELD TRIPS- 2014
Fall: 12-14 Sept.- Cape Girardeau: RH related that there is an organized race at Trail of Tears the same weekend. There are 10 people
listed for the Cape Girardeau Chapter. Need to find someone down there to help us find places to visit. Rex doesn’t think the naturalists
are available: Steve Schell [Trail of Tears Naturalist] Bruce Henry [Natural History at Cape Girardeau. Trail of Tears, Big Oak areas for
field trips.
Winter: 6 Dec. Univ. of Missouri Herbarium in Columbia
NEW ITEMS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
GY said the Missouri Herbarium might shut down for costs and lack of interest!!! Future of specimens is unsure. Discussion followed as
to possibilities for places to move specimens. Dean of Liberal Arts College Mike Obrien wants to close herbarium in 2-3 years. Building
is offsite and other materials are being moved out then the building will be 2/3 empty. This is a very important herbarium: 2nd Largest
Herbarium in state. Important collections: Specimens from Extension; not static. Stomach contents of birds. Research on Tucker Prairie.
Also mushroom collections. If herbarium shuts down we’ll need to meet elsewhere. Need to demonstrate need. Where would the Quarter
million specimens go?? Hundreds of cases of material. Would need to put all in database. Duplicates would need to be given to other
institutions. Could whole thing be moved to another campus?? PM said this is handwriting on the wall.
PM visited with Chris of MoDOT with positive outcome. Yes he will entertain information as to when to mow to reduce invasive species.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Review assignment/commitments noted by assignments recorder.
Rex will design an updated membership envelope including a check box to select for delivery of the Petal Pusher either electronically or
by mail.
Becky will include a reminder in the electronic issue of the Petal Pusher and include the same information in a special email to the
electronic subscription list that membership dues are now due.
Brian and John will monitor the old domain name MissouriNativePlantSociety.org and register it if it becomes available.
Paul will contact Sherry Leis and tell her that the board discussed her request and could not reach a consensus on the question of
contributing to this event. Therefore, we will not be able to make a contribution at this time.
GY and Rex will investigate the possibility of reprinting the orchid t-shirt.
At 9:20 Motion was made to adjourn by SB, RH seconded and all approved.

CHAPTER
Kansas City

REPORTS

Welcome to New Members!

submitted by Hilary Haley, Chapter Representative

On Saturday July 12, member Cathy Bylinowski led three
members of the Kansas City chapter through Roanoke Park in the
Westport area of Kansas City, Missouri. There we were able to study
ferns growing out of a limestone ledge and out of retaining walls
along roadways. Members were impressed with the purple cliff brake
fern (Pellaea atropurpurea (L) Link) at this urban location, as well
as the Tennessee bladderfern (Cystopteris tennesseensis Shaver),
which was growing alongside the cliff brake at a spring at the base of
the limestone bluff. The group also admired other plants growing in
an unmaintained area of the park including elderberry, Solomon’s
seal, and Kentucky coffeetree.
The group then moved on to Hyde Park, where a dry south-facing
limestone bluff was found to contain powdery false cloak fern
(Argyrochosma dealbata (Pursh) Windham). All agreed that the
urban fern trip was worth a couple of hours on a summer Saturday.

NEW long-sleeved shirts with Orchid Print are available
[Rex took photos of Martha modeling new shirts; review in Sept PP]
To place your order contact your Chapter Rep or Rex Hill –
RexLHill@charter.net The next delivery time is 6 Dec at the
Columbia meeting. Order some for Holiday gifts. New long sleeve
Orchid T-shirts are available in two new colors: Carolina Blue (med
blue) and Ash (light gray). They come in S, M, L, X-L, and 2XL
[NO shrinkage! Think 1 size smaller] and sell for $17. The orchid
images remain the same, both front and back. In addition, the short
sleeve T-shirts in the Sand (tan) color have been restocked and are
available in all sizes for $15 each

Hawthorn
Gail Plemmons, Columbia
Jon Frost, Columbia
Kevin Allen, Columbia

Ozarks
Marie Lasater, Licking

Southwest
Deirdre (DeDe) Vest, Springfield
David M. Jones, Springfield

St. Louis
Dawn Weber, St. Louis
Cindy Collins, St. Louis
Charmaine Smith, St. Louis
Allyson Joggerst, Arnold
Tammy Mattingly, Catawissa
Premsri Barton, Town & Country
Herb Huebner, St. Louis
Joan Featherston, Beaufort

Osage Plains

Hawthorn Chapter

Casey Burks, Chapter Representative

Submitted by Ann Wakeman, Chapter Representative

At the August 30th field trip, we journeyed to Cecile Legandre’s
30A property north of Warsaw called Feaster. Cecile, a Master
Naturalist with the Hi-Lonesome chapter, has been cataloging the
plants on this pristine example of woodland/glade/Ozark interface
and welcomed us to make a list for comparison. We counted over 90
species, most of them familiar, but several new ones such as the
Gum bumelia tree. Cecile is very happy to have this tree on her
property since it is north of its normal range. There were at least six
different species of Desmodium. I know these flowers turn into
sticktites but I still think they are beautiful. At the bottom of the hill,
where rainwater collected, we walked a trail beside jewel weed,
stinging nettle, false Solomon’s seal, heal-all and spleenwort ferns.
Then we headed uphill through a steep glade where rose verbena was
blooming. After four hours we barely saw half of her property so,
hopefully, someday we can return and see more.
Chapter Meeting September 22nd: Scott Lenharth of Nevada,
MO presented “Plants of Texas” from his extensive gallery of photos
he took while working in Austin. Scott featured species from Texas
that are closely related species in Missouri and how they adapted to
the harsh, low rain environment. Pictures of Texas persimmons
looked different than ours and we wanted to taste them. Talking
about the taste of Texas pecans vs. Missouri pecans sparked a lively
discussion. Treats for the evening included brownies with hickory
nut topping, goldenrod muffins, persimmon cookies and PAW
PAWS! I tasted a paw paw for the first time. Yes, it tasted kind of
like banana custard. During our business meeting, Theresa Cline
gave a moving tribute to Bill Knight, wishing everyone could have
known him. A vote was taken and approved to give a $50 memorial
from Osage Plains. I related the $5 proposed increase in dues to help
cover increased costs on the printed Petal Pusher: folding, taping,
adding labels, the trip to Bulk Mailing etc. The hope is that more and
more people will opt to receive the Petal Pusher by E-mail.
This Saturday September, 27th, Jo Mohr has again invited us to
her property by Osceola. She has a beautiful native prairie and loves
to tell the history of the ancient cabin and graveyard in one area. She
also feeds us! What a great way to enjoy plants and camaraderie on a
beautiful Fall day! Thanks Jo.

Bi-monthly meetings are at the Unitarian Universalist
Church in Columbia. September 8 Program: Glenn Pickett and
Lea Langdon spoke about the progress of grant projects. They
shared a pictorial survey of outdoor classrooms in the Columbia
area, including a history of the Rock Bridge HS rain garden, and
a report on the two projects from this year at RBHS & West
Junior High. Their presentation included photos of most of the
outdoor classrooms in the area, and a bit about what has been
happening in each of them in recent years. Discussion followed
on altering the goals and wording of the grant application
A major participatory activity project over the next 3 years
is to reclaim open land into native grassland at the Bonnie View
property in west Columbia. The combined efforts of Columbia
Parks and Recreation, Native Plant Society, Columbia Audubon
Society, Master Naturalists are collaborating on this project. We
should begin to collect native plant seeds, properly labeled,
which can be stored with Becky Erickson for the next year.
Several dedicated naturalists serve on the committee to assist
this project to its finish. Volunteers for seed collection will be
needed for the next two years.
Opportunities for seed collection as well as volunteer
assistance with the outdoor classrooms will be regularly posted.
Lincoln University Cooperative Extension’s Native Plants
Program run by Hawthorn member Dr. Nadia Navarrete-Tindall
offered a Dining Wild experience September 6 at LU in
Jefferson City, MO. This included optional native plant garden
tours, educational exhibits, a social mixer with Missouri wines,
presentations and dinner. Special guest Mr. Bill Rupert
presented ‘Landscaping with Native Plants’. Most of the meal,
appetizers and beverages included or were flavored with native
edible plants such as dittany, stinging nettle, sumac and wild
leeks. Locally grown produce and meats such as buffalo
meatloaf with wild leeks were served.
Each third Thursday informal Native Plant lunch is held at
the Rag Tag.
September 20, noon to 4. Becky conducted a Propagation
Workshop at Burr Oak Woods Nature Center, Blue Springs,
Mo. 20 people from the Kansas City area attended. They studied
dormant plant identification, how to separate seeds from the
plant material, different methods of stratification and
scarification, how to move seedlings into containers, and how to
plant plugs and potted plants in the garden.

St Louis Chapter
Submitted by Rex Hill, Chapter Representative

This was a busy time for the St. Louis Chapter. With the tragic
accident that claimed Bill Knight’s life, we were left with some
responsibilities that Bill either took care of, or where he was a major
contributor. Between George Yatskievych, Martha, and myself, we
managed to get the Sep-Oct Petal Pusher mailed, and now we’re
about to do the same for the latest issue of the Missouriensis. We
had two informational booths in September to attend to; the Fall
Plant Sale and Prairie Days at Shaw Nature Reserve. Normally Bill
would be one of the main participants, hauling the large display
board from his home along with materials to distribute at our booth.
He could always be counted on to add something unusual to our
display like his bush honeysuckle “popper” or his black walnut
Christmas ornaments. Fortunately, a number of chapter members
stepped forward to assist Martha and me on these two occasions
including John Oliver, Emily and Glenn Horton, Ann Earley and
Bob Siemer, Burt Noll, Nels Holmberg, and Rick Gray. We sold a
bunch of shirts, signed up two new members, and sold some more of
Bill’s walnut ornaments.
[Continued on next page]

Southwest Chapter
Submitted by Brian Edmond Chapter Representative

Garden maintenance in late summer is always a challenge.
We've been very dry in southwest Missouri this summer, giving
the weeds a chance to show more than they might otherwise.
Our August meeting was cancelled due to 100 degree
temperatures and unbearable humidity. On the plus side, the rain
garden is filling in nicely and crowding out the less desirable
species. Many at the garden think it looks unkempt and "weedy"
but I think it looks just fine.
The chapter does not have regular meetings during Nov,
Dec, or Jan. See you in February. Spring is just around the
corner! Check the calendar section for other upcoming events.
Be sure to watch the Facebook Events page and your email
inbox for details about upcoming trips and events! In case of
bad weather, watch Facebook for cancellations or call ahead of
time and we'll call back with more information .
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[StL cont. . . . . ]
Also this month, many of us attended a class at Meramec
Community College on Legumes or the Fabaceae family of plants.
The class was taught by George Yatskievych, Richard Abbott, and
Nels Holmberg and is one of over 35 such classes that have been
offered in the last fifteen years in the college’s Master Naturalist
program. Nels has been the principle instigator and liaison with the
college and our Hudson Fund has been the beneficiary of waived
instructor fees from these classes. The legumes class was held in a
series of three Thursday evening lectures in September followed by a
Saturday fieldtrip. Worldwide, this family is the third largest plant
family with approximately 20,000 species. In Missouri, we have all
three subfamilies and 150 species of Fabaceae represented in
Volumes 2 and 3 of the Flora of Missouri with, at least, one more
found since publication. The plants from this family furnish much of
the world’s food, many dyes, medicines, resins, and provide a most
important function of nitrogen fixation in plants returning
atmospheric nitrogen into the soil. Quite a bit of time was spent
looking at morphologic characteristics of the vegetation, flowers, and
seeds useful in the identification of Fabaceae plants, and the last
session was spent in using identification keys from the Flora of
Missouri.
In August, our chapter was treated to a talk by George
Yatskievych on historical (not hysterical) botany in Missouri that
included mention of prominent botanists dating back to the time of
the Lewis and Clark expedition. Many familiar names were
mentioned all the way up to the time of Julian Steyermark and E.J.
Palmer and I refer you to the pages 7 thru 42 of George’s Volume 1
for a great discussion of the subject.
Our September meeting featured a talk by Alice Tipton, a
recipient of our Hudson Award in 2012. Her research is examining
the effects of fungal communities on plant communities in degraded
and restored dolomite glades and in prairies. These presence of
mycorrhizal organisms plays an important role in bringing nutrients
to plants in exchange for carbon and she has been studying the
effects by observing plant health in degraded areas, relatively
unchanged areas, and areas where she has added soils from high
quality areas to degraded areas. Her observations were based on the
use of two plants in these studies, little bluestem (Schizachyrium
scoparium) and Missouri coneflower (Rudbeckia missouriensis). The
talk generated many questions and pointed out how little is known
specifically about mycorrhizal species and their identification and
yet the importance of their presence in maintaining healthy plant
communities. At the meeting, we also finished selling Bill Knight’s
black walnut ornaments resulting in sales and matching contributions
of over $400 for the Hudson fund.
Our meeting in October will be the last of the year as our fourth
Wednesday of the month meeting time is in conflict with the
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. At the October meeting, our
tradition is to share photographs of plants seen on outings during the
year; some from Missouri and some from wherever our members
have traveled in the past year.

PETAL PUSHER BY EMAIL
From Becky Erickson PP editor.
One hundred eighteen[of 360] MONPS members have sent me their
permission to start electronic delivery and stop paper delivery.

I must have your permission to receive the email edition.
Copy this address into your email ‘to’ line
beckyerick711@centurylink.net and I will respond. Yes really!!
When renewing, or joining for the first time, please remember
to include your contact information including email address, and
your society and chapter dues preferences.

Ozark Chapter
Submitted by Liz Olson, Chapter Representative

The Ozark Chapter met on August 19 for our final Plant
Identification night of the summer. Specimens and photos were
passed around and discussed. Some highlights of the night were
Spanish needles/Devil’s beggartick (Bidens frondosa), Illinois
bundleflower (Desmanthus illinoensis); rose gentian (Sabatia
angularis); white-flowered milkweed (Asclepias variegata);
marsh seedbox (Ludwigia palustris) and narrow-leaved pinweed
(Lechea tenuifolia). As Chapter Rep, I thought I’d stir up some
debate about a plant that seems to have folks divided: prairie
dropseed (Sporobolus heterolepis). This lovely native prairie
grass has quite a strong odor, to my senses – and I love it! It
blooms in early fall, and its spicy aroma wafts across fields in
the breeze. Although I love this scent, about half of our August
meeting attendants found it disagreeable, and quite a few didn’t
smell it at all. One person said it reminds him of dove season,
another said that it smelled so good you just want to roll in it,
yet another said it smelled like an old sock!
On September 16, we were delighted and honored to have a
visit from Arkansas botanist CD Scott. CD has worked as a
botanist in both Missouri and Arkansas; he currently works for
the National Park Service on the Buffalo River in Arkansas.
We’re fortunate that his lovely wife works in West Plains, so he
has good reason to still spend lots of time in Missouri! CD’s
presentation was an overview of the rare and sensitive plants
that grow along the Buffalo National River, which is in northern
Arkansas and is one of the few large undammed rivers in the
U.S. Many of the plants he discussed are Ozark endemics and
also can be found in the Missouri Ozarks, such as Ozark
spiderwort and Ozark trillium. Alabama snow wreath, one of the
rarest shrubs in the U.S., can be found there, as well as false
hellebore – a northern relic. Ginseng, while not rare, is sensitive
to illegal poaching. But a great tool to catch ginseng poachers is
being used in populations along the Buffalo River. A fluorescent
powder is applied to the roots in situ; this enables the plants to
be tracked if dug up.
CD’s talk was as entertaining as it was informative. I love
that he left us with a few good/bad plant jokes, and I have to
share one with you: What do you call a country that only drives
pink cars?: A pink car nation. (groan!)

From Casey’s Kitchen:
Persimmon Cookies
Pre-heat oven to 350; bake 12-18 min depending on the
heat of your oven and the size of your drops.
Mix together in large bowl:
Cream 1 C sugar, ½ C soft butter, 1 egg beaten, with 1 C
persimmon pulp without seeds, turn in 1 C raisins, 1 C
English walnut pieces, ½ C shredded cocoanut
Mix the following dry ingredients together and add to the
wet bowl: 2 C flour, 1 tsp baking powder, 1 tsp baking
soda½ tsp each of salt, cinnamon, cloves, nutmeg
This is a stiff dough. Cookies can be placed close together
on baking sheet since they spread very little.
If you want to make them vegan or don’t have an egg, just
use 1 Tbsp ground flax seed mixed with 3 Tbsp water.

Page 7

Perennis Chapter
submitted by Andrew Braun Chapter Rep

Perennis members and other MONPS members from around the
state met for the Missouri Native Plant Society's meeting in
Cape Girardeau September 12 - 14. MDC Natural History
Biologist Bruce Henry led a field trip to Sand Prairie CA and a
nearby privately-owned sand prairie near Benton. Park naturalist
Steve Schell led a field trip at Trail of Tears State Park, and a
trip to Mingo NWR was led by Alan Brant. Several rare and
interesting species, such as beechdrops (Epifagus virginiana) at
Trail of Tears SP, and jointweed (Polygonella americana) at
Sand Prairie CA, turned up during the field trips that weekend.

CHAPTER CALENDARS
Kansas City

Osage Plains by Casey Burks

Submitted by Hilary Haley, Chapter Representative

The Ozark Chapter meets at 6:30 pm on the third Tuesday of each
month at the Missouri Department of Conservation, Ozark Regional
Office, 551 Joe Jones Blvd, West Plains, MO 65775.
We take suggestions for speakers at our meetings. Contact
Chapter President Susan Farrington for more discussion: 417-2559561.
October 21 program: Dave Hasenbeck, MDC Elk Coordinator,
will give us an update on the elk restoration program and provide
tips for going to see and hear the elk.
November 18 program: Members slide show: bring your favorite
digital photos of native wildflowers (including native wildflowers
from other states if you took a neat trip this year!). Bring your photos
on a memory stick, CD or memory card. We’ll provide the computer
and projector to show the photos.
Ozark Chapter does not meet in Dec or Jan,
but will resume meetings in February ‘15

Regularly scheduled meetings will be 4th Monday 6:30pm, at the
Henry Co. Library, Clinton. Meetings are open to the public and
our purpose is to enjoy learning about and sharing information
about native plants. For further information please contact
President Elizabeth Middleton Elizabeth.Middleton@MDC.gov
; past President Emily Horner Emily.Horner3@yahoo.com , or
Chapter Representative Casey Burks mobugwoman@gmail.com
Chapter Meetings are usually scheduled for the 4th Monday of
the month, February through November. Contact Bernie
Henehan berniehenehan@me.com or Dan Henehan
danhenehan@embarqmail.com for fieldtrip information.
October 11th Prairie Day.10am start. We’ll be joining
Missouri Master Naturalists, Missouri Prairie Foundation plus
other Oktoberfest groups under the tent at Dr. Wayne Morton’s
native prairie by Cole Camp. OP member Bernie Henehan will
again take visitors on hay wagon tours around the prairie.
Hopefully the open and closed purple gentians will be showing
their regal beauty.
October 27th and November 24th are our last two
chapter meetings of the year and will be held in the Friend’s
Room of the Henry County Library starting at 6:30pm. The
October program will be oak identification (plant samples are
welcomed); during the November meeting we’ll do a craft
project plus plan programs for 2015.
Reminder: Any member who would like to receive the Petal
Pusher by email needs to send their request to editor Becky
Erickson Beckyerick711@centurylink.net. Benefits of receiving
the Petal Pusher by email include: earlier receipt of information;
color pictures; savings in printing costs for MONPS.

St Louis from Rex Hill

Southwest from Brian Edward

For questions about upcoming field trips contact the field trip leader,
otherwise contact John Richter via e-mail: jrichter@ene.com, or cell
phone 913.217.0432. Please RSVP with the field trip leader or John
Richter for all field trips. We use RSPV information to plan car pool
logistics and if a field trip will have any attendance. This is important
for making decisions based on severe weather, etc.

November 4, 7:00 PM, MDC Discovery Center: Chapter
meeting, activity TBD.
December – break from activities.

Ozark from Liz Oleson

Chapter meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month at
the Sunset Hills Community Center, 3939 South Lindbergh Blvd.,
Sunset Hills, MO 63127. Google Map: http://goo.gl/maps/K3PR
22 Oct Wed, 7:30 PM – Every year this is the meeting where
chapter members are invited to share their photographs from the past
field season. Power Point presentations, digital images, and even old
fashioned slides are welcome. Our meeting in October will be the
last of the year as our fourth Wednesday of the month meeting time
is in conflict with the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.
Friends and newcomers are welcome at meetings.

The chapter does not have regular meetings during Nov,
Dec, or Jan. See you in February. Watch the Facebook Events
page and your email inbox for details about upcoming trips and
events! In case of bad weather, watch Facebook for
cancellations or call ahead of time and we'll call back with more
information. Meetings are usually held at Greene Co Botanical
Center, Spgfld, 4th Tuesday, 6pm.
Last annual meeting:
Tue 28 October 2014 6pm: Pearl Creek Farm (Brian and
Michell's place) - We'll provide hot dogs and buns, you provide
an appetite! Also, side dishes, drinks, and a place to sit would be
a good idea. Kids are welcome!

Perennis Currently, there are no field trips planned for the
winter, but ideas are welcome. Stay tuned Contact Andrew Braun
for information apbraun1s@gmail.com

Empire Prairie Contact Steve Buback for information.
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Hawthorn
For folks interested in hiking and wildflower sightings around the
state, See chapter newsletter for details; also available on
www.columbianativeplants.org Otherwise you are encouraged to
participate in outings with other MONPS chapters and MPF.
[Continued on Page 9]
[Hawthorn calendar] Chapter meetings held on odd-numbered
months on the second Monday at Unitarian Church, 2615 Shepard
Blvd., Columbia: 8 Sept 7pm; 10 Nov 6pm, 12 Jan 6 pm. Third
Thursday lunch at Uprise Bakery [RagTag] continues to be well
attended by members for informal discussions generally centered
around native plants and environmental issues. See
www.columbianativeplants.org for postings of newsletters and
activity details.
16 Oct Thursday Lunch with native plant enthusiasts. 11:30 at
RagTag 10 Hitt Street = just south of Broadway.
November
10 Monday 6 PM Membership Meeting Unitarian Universalist
Church, 2615 Shepard Blvd, Columbia. Program TBA.
16 Sunday, 11:30 to 4:00 Wreath Workshop and Potluck lunch.
At Nancy Brakhage’s home 7852 S Hill Creek Road. See article in
chapter newsletter for specifics. Collect dried native plant
materials suitable for wreath-making. Bring a pot for lunch.
20 Thursday Lunch with native plant enthusiasts. 11:30 at RagTag
10 Hitt Street = just south of Broadway.
Dec 6 Saturday State Board Mtg at Dunn-Palmer Herbarium – See
information page 1
Dec 17 Thursday Lunch with native plant enthusiasts. 11:30 at
RagTag 10 Hitt Street = just south of Broadway.
Jan 5 Monday 6 PM UU Church. Annual planning and activity
discussion meeting. Officer election.

Curator’s Corner:
A new column by Michelle Bowe

The second in a series about herbarium curation by Michelle Bowe who is an
Instructor and Curator of the Ozarks Regional Herbarium (SMS) at Missouri State
University in Springfield, Missouri. She is also President and Treasurer of the SW
Chapter of MONPS and is on the state MONPS Board. This is the first in what will
hopefully be a regular column on herbaria and herbarium curation, written from her
small, warm, windowless office next to the herbarium in Kings Street Annex. E-mail:
mbowe@missouristate.edu.

Beginnings
I am often asked how I got into botany and herbarium curation.
Curation is, after all, often, a volunteer position (although it is
currently actually about half of my job at Missouri State). One thing
I’ve noticed about many museum curators is that we tend to be brainorganized but appear disorganized because there are piles of
specimens everywhere. Being brain-organized means that we know
exactly what is in each pile and where it is in the pile. This also
applies to where we’ve seen a particular species in the field.
After walking deep into a field site straight to a particular
special species, I’ve had students ask me, “how did you find this
plant?” There are even times where I just know I’ll find a plant in a
particular place, and I walk right to it. Sixth sense? Super-powers?
Maybe it’s a Zen Thing. Or maybe just an eye for details and
connections, and a good sense of “gestalt”. These superpowers come
in handy when organizing specimens. Inevitably, someone reorganizes your piles to make space for something else (a computer, a
salamander aquarium, or a coffee cup). That’s when I say, “I saw
that specimen somewhere…” and then, boom, I find it. [more on
next page . . . ]

BE photos

Please Put out lots of nectar
plants this fall.
MONARCHS
NEED THEM

MPF/GN had
free seedlings
available this fall, but
they ran out within a
few days of the
announcement.
For a list of
suppliers, see the
Resource Guide on
the Missouri Prairie
Foundation’s Grow Native website at this link:
grownative.org/resource-guide/. For a free brochure on the
topic of butterfly gardening, email Pubstaff@mdc.mo.gov,
or mail your request to Publications, Missouri Department
of Conservation, PO Box 180, Jefferson City, MO 651020180.
Millpond Plants: Located near Columbia has over 500
swamp milkweeds and nectar plants 573-657-2314
Casey Burks wants to share her photo of bottle gentian.
Thanks Casey!

BEE A
CITIZEN
SCIENTIST
Please sign up for
Bud Burst
Monarch Watch and
NEW Bumble Bee
Watch
Keep a calendar, or diary,
or “list” of when you see
plants emerging, when you
see trees blooming or leaves erupting, when seeds are ripe. All
the instructions are on the Bud burst web site. The site starts by
asking you about common garden plants, but you can add
anything you want. It is not too late. They need late blooming
flowers and seed set dates.
Monarch fall migration is upon us, Please report every
instance of Monarch sightings to Monarch Watch.
Learn more about BumbleBeeWatch.org:
 Watch this video to learn how to contribute your photos,
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p7Kp3Awf2MQ
Learn how to take helpful photos of bumble bees,
www.bumblebeewatch.org/contents/photo-tips/
Meet the Bumble Bee Watch partners,
http://bumblebeewatch.org/contents/about/
Read more about bumble bees at risk on Xerces’ Project
Bumble Bee web page, http://www.xerces.org/bumblebees/

Page 9

So how did this gestalt/brain organization get started? I spent
much of my time as a child outside—walking in pastures, checking
out ponds, creeks, and even wildfires. Thankfully, my parents
encouraged a certain amount of autonomy and freedom to wander—
this enabled me to practice directional nature skills (at least while
walking or bike riding). Then, when I was in high school, I made my
first plant collection as part of a Biology class. I cannot emphasize
enough how much teachers play a part in the development of
students’ interests.
As a biology major in college, I thought (as many do) that the
only “good” career one could have in biology was a medical one.
But, two things happened during my second year in college: 1) I
worked as a nurse’s aide over the summer, and 2) I took a botany
course. I didn’t hate the nurse’s aide job (and I had fun memorizing
the PDR), but it was very emotionally taxing because my instinct
was to try to make everyone feel better; and yet, not everyone will. I
realized that as a doctor, I wouldn’t be able to fix everyone, and I
wasn’t sure I could handle that. But, more importantly, I loved the
botany course. Ironically, it was taught by someone who had never
taught botany before, and who still apologizes for the “lousy” job he
did. I beg to differ—it was great! I went home that summer, and
visited the creek my best friend and I went to almost every day, and
there, amidst the liverworts were - you guessed it - hornworts! I had
just learned about them in my botany class, and was very excited to
find them. Later, they became a source of DNA for my dissertation
project (because, of course, once I know where a plant is, I don’t
forget it)
I am very lucky to have been able to go on field trips in high
school and have a teacher who was interested enough to take us out
and teach us some species. I still have that first collection. Recently,
I looked at it and noticed that I misidentified some specimens (so, I
corrected them). Still, the specimens are a documentation of at least a
few species found in my hometown in 1986.
When I took Plant Taxonomy at Wofford College, I made my first
real plant specimens. Those specimens are still there, and are among
The first in Wofford’s herbarium (which I think still exists,
although it is not registered). I also skimmed a few random outdated
books here and there, but did not have any real training for
herbarium curation until recently. A couple of years ago, Ioana
Popescu (Drury botanist) and I were able to go through “training” at
the Missouri Botanical Garden-- given by the excellent ladies who
work there. I still refer to the 1992 typed/hand-drawn booklet they
kindly shared with us.
In an attempt to
continue this legacy, I
assign my students a small
herbarium collection each
semester. Here is an
example from this spring.
> > > > >
In addition to making
specimens, curators
digitize, file, correct and
repair them. Hence the piles
of specimens awaiting each
stage in the process. Paul
Redfearn (Prof Emeritus at
Missouri State) taught me
how to use our Microsoft
Access Database and the specimen filing system he developed. All of
that took maybe an hour. However, I could spend all day every day
updating, entering, and filing specimens. In other words, being a
curator is time consuming, but relatively easy and fun. [end]

Editor’s Picks:
Newest pesticide - neonicotinoids –
please inform your gardening friends.
http://www.xerces.org/2013/06/21/pesticide-causes-largestmass-bumble-bee-death-on-record/
Before you buy, ASK if plants were treated with neonics. Please
do not purchase garden plants from nurseries who cannot tell
you if plants are treated with neonics. They probably were.
Please explain this issue to your friends who are avid gardeners.
Neonic product list for reference
http://www.xerces.org/neonicotinoids-and-bees/
Newest evidence of neonics in surface water. There, it kills
water dependent insects and probably amphibians and fish.
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/07/140724124441.h
tm Similar report From Xerces in Wings [Vol36 No1, P30]

Web links
You are probably in awe of the summer blooms, but the
important part to think about is the seeds.
Here is a strategy for diversity and adaption:
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/04/140418141238.h
tm

Nadia’s Yard =
best place to start local resource searches.
Musings about suburban native gardening and links
http://nadiasyard.com/
Plant identification www.plants.usda.gov
Xerces Society
Information on Bees, Monarchs, and most other insects.
www.xerces.org
Ozark Highlands of Missouri
Observations from the hills to the back yard
http://allisonjvaughn.blogspot.com/
Wild Ones Landscaping
Healing nature one yard at a time
http://www.wildones.org/
Local ecotype guidelines
http://www.wildones.org/learn/local-ecotype-guidelines/
Plant Conservation Alliance
Info from every agency and most botanical gardens
Edibles, aliens, ecosystems, fire, landscape mitigation, and
more. www.nps.gov/Plants
Wren Song
Weekly newsletter with links to several articles
http://www.ecosystemgardening.com/wren-song/
Groton Open Space News
News from a community Nature park in CT
http://gosaonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/GOSANews-Spring-2014.Final_1.pdf
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Tribute to Bill Knight - William Bailey Knight July 27, 1949 to Aug 9, 2014
authors: Michelle Bowe, Rex Hill, and Martha Hill with contributions from
others

Bill Knight at Victoria Glade May 19, 2014.
Photo by Kathy Hoffman Thiele.

A shock wave travelled through the Missouri Native
Plant community when we found out about Bill Knight’s
sudden accidental death. Bill was taken from us tragically and
ironically by a native plant, when a tree he was removing from his
property fell on him. Bill will be remembered in so many ways. The native
plant society was blessed to have his steady and creative contributions. Bill
affected each of our lives not only through his dedication to our natural heritage,
but also through his gentle, smiling personality and “wacky sense of humor.” Bill
was a devoted member of the Missouri Native Plant Society and was both on the state
board and in the St. Louis Chapter. He came armed to each meeting with a willingness to
not only do his part, but to help and encourage others. He even brought snacks for the little
ones and made a special point of playing with them.

Personal stories
From Casey Burks: When I felt inadequate to be secretary, he said "you'll do fine, I'll help you
with names and take notes with you".
Bill was always full of surprises. On my (Michelle’s) birthday this year, I received a surprise
“Happy Birthday” text from him—I had never received a text from him before!
From Jack Harris: He stopped by one day and said he wanted to install something in my
back yard and would tell me what it was AFTER it was done. O.K. ??? I trusted Bill entirely so I
said: Go ahead! When he was done the image displays what it was a bumble bee hotel. > > >
The entrance is visible in the lower left corner of the image.
From Kevin Bley: Late last year I received a random box in the mail which contained three
walnuts--my wife and I laughed about it because it was unexpected, random and unlabeled---that
was Bill. Those three walnuts were immediately dug up by squirrels of course, but at least one of
the Ozark Chinquapins [Bill encouraged him to plant] is still growing on my property. Thanks to
Bill, I hope to add to it.
We all have special memories of Bill, especially from field trips. I remember
that at one particularly difficult-to-find location, he moved his car out near the road
so that people would know they were in the right place. No article about Bill’s life
with us would be complete without a picture of his pride and joy Mini Cooper,
usually parked off to the side somewhere to protect it from getting dinged in a
parking lot.
On a trip last fall, he stayed behind to acquire (by shaking) a pawpaw for
someone, and came out of the woods with a triumphant look on his face as he
handed over the pawpaw. On the trip to Washington State Park, May 2014, he
said to Casey as she looked intently at some petroglyphs [from a distance] "is this
your first time here ma'am?" Of course he knew it was.
From Martha and Rex: Bill was a man of conviction, integrity, generosity,
and curiosity to name just a few of his traits. His interests and contributions to this
world didn’t end with the native plant society. He was the godparent to a young
man named Nathan that needed a steady influence in his life. That was Bill, seeing
a need and responding with his best efforts. When he attended Meramec Community College he became very active with the International
Students Club. It was like Bill to sense the needs of people uneasy in their situation and help them feel at home. He was a biker, travelling
to Sturgis a few times and had a group of friends in the Harley Owners Group (HOG) and I can only imagine Bill fitting right in with
them.
Martha and I will miss him and can only keep him alive in our minds by participating cheerfully and willingly in the tasks that are
placed before us. Friends are precious, and unfortunately we are reminded of how important they are in our lives when we can no longer
spend time with them. We didn’t take enough pictures. We didn’t exchange enough ideas. We didn’t visit and tell him enough how
important he was to the world.
Extraordinary contributions to the Missouri Native Plant Society
Bill took the job as our newsletter distributer in 2006. His consistent, thorough attention to the job saved us countless money as he
was always searching for and finding more economical ways to get the newsletter printed and mailed. Bill was a regular and welcome
attendee at quarterly fieldtrips and board meetings, usually with his entourage of admirers. Despite this, Bill was just added to the list of
voting board members in June 2014—he was so much an active part of the group that we just figured he already had a vote. He recently
persuaded us to start using AmazonSmile to raise money for the society. This is poignantly fitting, since one of the things we will miss
the most is his sweet charming smile.
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From Martha and Rex: Bill was a
mainstay in the St. Louis Chapter. Any time
there was a need and Bill was in town, you
could count on him to participate. He
regularly volunteered for the chapter booths
at plant sales. He stored the display
materials at his home when no other place
was available and lugged them to and from
the sales. He was always looking for new
ideas to catch the interest of persons
passing our booth and engage them in
conversations about native plants. His
honeysuckle ‘popper’ stirred quite an
interest. Even Merv Wallace wanted to
know where to get one. He’s seen in this picture holding the famous ‘popper’ and in the
background is a tree with his homemade walnut ornaments that he would sell, donating all
proceeds to our Hudson fund.
Bill was the type of person who would immediately try to solve a problem if he saw one. His
general attitude seemed to be, “wait, let me see what I can do about that.” And if he could, he
would fix the problem. Bill was especially dedicated to promoting the Hudson fund. Speaking of
the Hudson Fund, Bill wrote, “I'd actually like to see it in every issue of the PP, and in all
literature that we publish and distribute.”
Martha Hill: At our spring field trip in Potosi this year, Rex and I not only brought back many beautiful pictures of flowers that we
had not seen on our regular hikes through Washington State Park, but we also purchased a wonderful Aldo Leopold bench. Bill had
painstakingly handcrafted several Aldo Leopold benches and sold one to Nels Holmberg and the other to us, with proceeds (the entire
purchase price) going to the MONPS Hudson Fund. Nels was the first recipient to acquire one of these cedar benches with the MONPS
symbol, and Rex and I were the lucky ones to get the second bench. This turned out to be a
special treat for us, as we dedicated it to our 30th wedding anniversary and Bill lovingly
burned a beautiful Ralph Waldo Emerson poem into the wood for us. Like Nels, we also
enjoy every moment that we sit on that bench and think of Bill every
time we do so.
This is not the first time Bill has showed his generous philanthropic
side. He has also handmade holiday ornaments from walnuts that fell in
his yard last year. Bill never does anything the quick and easy way, he
researched his subject and spent quite a bit of time power washing each
nut, and then using the best paint and hardware for each one he made. The
proceeds from these, too, are being donated to the MONPS Hudson fund.
Rex and I extend our hands in gratitude to Bill for his thoughtful
contributions.

Final thoughts
From Nels Holmberg (condolence written for the online obituary
http://www.stlouiscremation.com/obituary/william-bailey-knight)
We are already missing Bill’s presence in our lives. He does leave us
with a lot of memories: his happy face when he first attended a native plant
class at SLCC-Meramec, his enjoyment of the activities of the International
Club there, his stories of his work and discoveries on property in Madison
County, his pride in his Harley and Mini Cooper, his following Paul
McKenzie on field trips compiling plant species lists, his willingness to take
on the essential but dreaded job of mailing the MONPS newsletter, his
making cedar Leopold benches for donations to the MONPS Scholarship
Fund, and the twinkle in his eye when Dianne was around. On a very human
scale, his life made the world a better place.
Jack and Pat Harris summed it up well when they wrote: “We were privileged to know Bill as a friend.”

“Go my Sons, burn your books. Buy yourself stout shoes. Get away to the mountains, the valleys, the shores of
the seas, the deserts, and the deepest recesses of the Earth. In this way and no other will you find true
knowledge of things and their properties.”
Peter Severinus, a 16th Century Dane educator.
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Photos from the September Field Trip

Fowler’s toad at
sand Prairie
MR photo

Above:
Sand Prairie in bloom
Trail of Tears
< large Beach
indian pipe >

below: View of Mississippi
River from bluff top
all by Mike Rues
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